

	
	
	



Upton Magna Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Thursday 9th November 2023 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall
23/092   REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE and APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Present: Cllrs Phil Roberts (Chair), Andy Brooker, Julieanne Lloyd, Michael Dawson, Dan Sims, Andy Pillow, Jeana Bennion.
Apologies: None. 
Clerk: Karen Smith-Wells.
[bookmark: _Int_fQfnGtGZ]Also: SC Cllr Lezley Picton (left after item 23/096), Huw Williams (Sundorne Castle Estate Manager).
23/093   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION – Mr. Williams advised that repairs to the footpath from de Quincey Fields to the school road had been completed.
23/094   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None. 
23/095   MINUTES – It was proposed (DS), seconded (JL) and resolved that the Chairman should sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 12th of October as true and correct record of that meeting.
23/096   REPORT FROM CLLR. LEZLEY PICTON (SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL)
· SC has been awarded £3.8 million to address “not spots” (areas in the county that do not receive 4G coverage from any mobile network provider).
· Consultation on the Riverside regeneration plans is underway, both online and in the Darwin Centre in Shrewsbury. 
· The northwest relief road preliminary plans have been passed.
· So far, SC has achieved £38 million of the £51 million savings required.

23/097   REPORTS 
a) West Mercia Police – Officers had arrived for the meeting but were called away before it began.
b) SALC – None.
c) Footpaths – None.
d) Village hall – The AGM is scheduled for the 10th of November and the provision of WIFI will be discussed then. ACTION: AP to report to December meeting.
23/098   PROGRESS REPORTS 
a) Defibrillators – Although the Parish Council awarded a grant towards the mounting of the defibrillator at the village shop in 2019, the future maintenance of it was the responsibility of the shop manager at the time. It is understood that she has left the position and it is not known who (if anyone) has taken on the guardianship. ACTION: MD agreed to investigate further and report to the next meeting. MD also advised that there is to be another defibrillator installed at the school and that he has asked the Chair of the School Governors to liaise with him when the installation date approaches. It was also noted that the defibrillators at the shop and at the business park are both on the National Register.
b) Highway signs – It was noted that new school zone signs are already in place.
c) Email addresses for Councillors – It was agreed that individual Councillors will choose whether or not to set up a dedicated Parish Councillor email address and, if they do, will inform the Parish Clerk.
d) Grass cutting by Shrewsbury Town Council – The Parish Clerk reported that, although there was an informal discussion in March about the cutting of the grass opposite the Haughmond, no formal contract had been approved by the Parish Council. Despite this, STC has cut the grass 7 times this year and they will be invoicing the Parish Council for £7.50 per cut. It was agreed that a formal contract should be in place for next year’s cuts. ACTION: Clerk to arrange.
e) Haughmond Hill road surface – It was noted that SC has included Multevo patching and then resurfacing of the road close to Haughmond Hill car park, in their highways maintenance plan and this will take place sometime next year.
23/099   GENERAL PARISH & HIGHWAY MATTERS
Please note: Most highway and general repair matters are best reported using fixmystreet.com. This will usually get the quickest results.
a) Road drainage – AB advised that he had reported the water running across the road near to Keeper’s Cottage, to fixmystreet.
b) Smartwater – AB advised that the remaining Smartwater kits have exceeded their use-by date. ACTION: AB to contact Smartwater to ask for replacements.
c) Parish Plan – ACTION: Clerk to circulate copies for discussion at the next meeting.
23/100   PLANNING
a) No planning applications were received in advance of this meeting.
b) No planning decisions were published in advance of this meeting.  

23/101   FINANCE
a) Payments and receipts 
It was proposed (PR), seconded (JB) and resolved that the following payments be approved:

	AMOUNT
	DETAILS
	POWER TO SPEND

	314.08
	Clerk’s salary and expenses
	LGA 1972 s112

	92.00
	Previous Clerk’s backpay
	LGA 1972 s112

	44.06
	Electricity for street lighting (September)
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s.3 Highways Act 1980, s301

	23.98
	Website fee x 2
	LGA 1972 s142

	11.99
	Incorrect website fee (to be refunded)
	LGA 1972 s142

	48.00
	Admin charge by external auditors
	Localism Act 2011, ss 1–8

	15.69
	Printer cartridge (repayable to Clerk)
	LGA (financial provisions) 1963 s5


There were no receipts.
b) It was proposed (MD), seconded (AB) and resolved to approve the bank reconciliation to the 30th of October. 
c) Councillors signed the application to remove the previous Clerk as a bank administrator. ACTION: Clerk to submit to Unity.
d) Councillors discussed new items that could be included in the 2024/25 budget. ACTION: Clerk to investigate costs of streetlight poppies and a metal solider memorial.
23/102   CORRESPONDENCE
a) Democracy in Action event, 14th November – The Clerk confirmed she had put details of this online event on the website and on Facebook.
The meeting closed at 20.40pm. 
Date of the next meeting: 14th December 2023.
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