

	
	
	



Upton Magna Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Thursday 12th October 2023 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall
23/079   REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE and APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Present: Cllrs Phil Roberts (Chair), Andy Brooker, Julieanne Lloyd, Michael Dawson, Dan Sims.
Apologies: Cllrs, Andy Pillow, Jeana Bennion.
Clerk: Karen Smith-Wells.
[bookmark: _Int_fQfnGtGZ]Also: SC Cllr Lezley Picton (left after item 23/084), Huw Williams (Sundorne Castle Estate Manager).
23/080   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION – None.
23/081   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None. 
23/082   MINUTES – It was agreed that the Chairman should sign the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th of September as true and correct record of that meeting.
23/083   REPORT FROM CLLR. LEZLEY PICTON (SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL)
· Upton Magna parish has not been altered following the Boundary Commission’s Electoral Review. 
· SC are continuing to address suggestions that housing needs in the Black Country (as part of the Local Plan Review) may not have been met.
· The Government has confirmed that, as a result of the cancellation of the northern section of the HS2, 100% of the funding required for the North-West relief road in Shropshire will be provided. There will also be funding for improvements to the bus system and park and ride.
· Shropshire Council has launched its Crowdfund Shropshire scheme, where £150k is available for improvements to local areas.
· A review of air ambulance provision is taking place. It is probable that the Welsh air ambulance site will be moved to Carmarthen.
· Cabinet is to consider a paper regarding dog fouling. If approved, SC would have the power to increase fines and designate areas where dogs are only permitted on leads (or not at all).
· SC is to carry out a review of zig zag lines outside schools across the county, to ensure that they comply with the law. (See also minute 23/87 below).

23/084   EMAIL ADDRESSES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS
Through the Chairman, JB asked Councillor Picton why Parish Councillors have not been issued with local government email addresses, to stop them having to use their personal ones. Councillor Picton advised that some Parish Councils had decided to set up Gmail addresses for their use. It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting.
23/085   REPORTS 
a) West Mercia Police – WMP held a surgery at Haughmond Hill café on the 11th of October. 
b) SALC – The AGM is to be held via Zoom on the 3rd of November.  
c) Footpaths – MD reported that all footpaths are passable and clear of vegetation etc.
d) Polling Station Review – Confirmed that SC will continue to use the village hall as a polling station. ACTION: Clerk to email SC with Parish Council’s agreement. 
e) Village hall fence – Installation complete. It is due to be painted in the near future.
f) Defibrillators – Neither defibrillator in the village is recorded on the national register. Huw Williams is arranging for the one at the Business Park to be added. ACTION: Clerk to investigate responsibility for the one located at the Haughmond pub, as well as identifying if it is still serviceable.
23/086   PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
The Clerk confirmed that she had agreed with Hugofox, to sign the Parish Council up for the “Bronze package” and to pay for it on a month-by-month basis. NB: the Planning Tracker facility will no longer be available. ACTION: Clerk to insert a link to SC’s online planning register.
23/087   PARKING NEAR SCHOOL
Having received an email from a parishioner, Councillors again discussed parking at the school. It was reported that other residents close to the school had been asked if they felt they had also experienced problems but none had. The Clerk confirmed she had emailed the school Headteacher to ask that the School Administrator checks where visitors have parked, when they sign in. Councillors decided they are at a loss as to what else can be done but are open to ideas that are new and have not been thought of before. ACTION: Clerk to email the parishioner with the information. (See also minutes 23/83 above).
23/088   GENERAL PARISH & HIGHWAY MATTERS
[bookmark: _Int_womCShML]Please note: Most highway and general repair matters are best reported using  fixmystreet.com. This will usually get the quickest results.
a) Grass by the post box – The Clerk reported she cannot find any written contract/agreement between the Parish Council and Shrewsbury Town Council, for the grass cutting opposite the pub to be carried out at the same time as the school field. She confirmed she has emailed STC for information. ACTION: Clerk to continue to pursue. 
b) Highway signs – Reported to Fixmystreet and some repair work has been carried out by SC. 
c) Memorial Hall Wi-Fi – Deferred to next meeting.
d) Pole base, Sandy Lane – DS reported he had come across a pole base on Sandy Lane that had been knocked by a tractor and was protruding into the highway. He confirmed he had reported it to Fixmystreet.
e) Road surface by Haughmond Hill car park entrance – It was agreed that this is in an appalling condition. ACTION: Clerk to report to Fixmystreet.
23/089   PLANNING
a) No planning applications were received in advance of this meeting.
b) No planning decisions were published in advance of this meeting.  




23/090   FINANCE
a) Payments and receipts 
Council noted the following payments made in August and September 2023:

	AMOUNT
	DETAILS
	POWER TO SPEND

	468.58
	Clerk’s salaries + adjs (July and August)
	LGA 1972 s112

	54.00
	Clerk’s expenses
	LGA (financial provisions) 1963 s5

	44.28
	Electricity for street lighting (June)
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s.3 Highways Act 1980, s301

	117.00
	PAYE (months 5 and 6)
	LGA 1972 s112

	18.00
	Banking fee
	LGA 1972 s111

	24.72
	Microsoft365
	LGA 1972 s142

	169.99
	MS office software
	LGA 1972 s142

	60.00
	Memorial hall room hire
	LGA 1972 s134

	70.09
	Easyspace website domain renewal
	LGA 1972 s142

	45.79
	Electricity for street lighting (July)
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s.3 Highways Act 1980, s301


Council agreed to make the following payments in October:

	AMOUNT
	DETAILS
	LEGAL POWER

	239.22
	Clerk’s salary and expenses
	LGA 1972 s112 and LGA (financial provisions) 1963 s5.

	2501.00
	Grant for village hall fence
	Neighbourhood fund

	32.79
	Printer cartridge
	LGA (financial provisions) 1963 s5

	36.02
	Fuel for mowers (churchyard) 
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss 9 and 10

	45.58
	Electricity for street lighting (August)
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s.3 Highways Act 1980, s301


Council noted the following receipts:

	AMOUNT
	DETAILS

	5.15
	Hadnall PC Microsoft contribution (Aug)



b) Council received and approved the bank reconciliation to the 25th of August (no later one was available due to the change of Parish Clerk). 
c) The new Parish Clerk advised she had submitted the application to install her as the bank administrator and was awaiting confirmation from Unity Bank.
d) The Parish Clerk also advised she had carried out a mini-audit of the accounts handed over by the previous Clerk.
23/091   CORRESPONDENCE
a) Safer Roads Partnership – The Police and Crime Commissioner had announced that £150k is available for Parish Councils etc., to apply for funding for initiatives to improve road safety. It was agreed that it may be possible to seek funding for new 20mph signs in the school zone. ACTION: Clerk to contact SC Highways for urgent advice.
b) West Mercia Police Community Charter – ACTION: Clerk to submit the information.
c) D-Day 80 – ACTION: Clerk to advise the Pageant master that there is no suitable and safe location for a beacon in the parish.
The meeting closed at 20.57pm. 

[bookmark: _Int_ScIPITl1][bookmark: _Int_zzDAz9yL]Signed:_______________________________________  Date: ______________

Karen Smith-Wells – Upton Magna Parish Council
5 Allgold Drive. Shrewsbury, SY2 5NN
uptonmagnaparishcouncil@gmail.com  01743 360890
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